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Dear friends,
From North America to Europe, national-populist 

movements and parties are on the march. In the Unit-

ed States, a nationalist demagogue has captured one 

of the major parties – and the White House. In Europe, 

nationalist movements are set to make further gains 

in May’s upcoming European elections, continuing to 

elbow aside once-dominant mass political parties and 

upend the liberal order. As a result of an apparent ina-

bility to channel the Zeitgeist, progressive parties on 

both sides of the Atlantic find themselves out of pow-

er, with many in disarray.

The challenges that progressive parties across Europe 

and North America now face include stale themes and 

ideas; older leaders and   legacy coalitions of interests 

that are out of touch with younger generations;  and a 

misguided focus on propping up the status quo instead 

of embracing a political paradigm shift. To many, they 

have ceased to be credible agents of political innova-

tion and social progress on topics that hugely matter 

to voters, including far-reaching structural changes in 

the economy.

While the challenges facing progressives in today’s 

interdependent world are immense, so are the possi-

bilities for change. We see an imperative for progres-

sives to act by advocating a paradigm shift to a more 

sustainable and inclusive economy. There are no easy 

answers for how this can be achieved. But the experi-

ences of the past decade’s financial crisis have shown 

that a systemic change will require giving people a 

greater voice in making political decisions and in cre-

ating an economic system that is built on empower-

ment and fairness, not exclusion.

We believe it is time for a revitalised conversation 

and next-generation thinking among progressive par-

ties and activists on both sides of the Atlantic, and 

beyond. Therefore, the key objective of the Progres-

sive Governance Symposium 2019 is to rejuvenate the 

progressive movement, its governing philosophy, and 

its agenda based on cross-border dialogue among 

center-left politicians, parties, and leading thinkers.

The conference is hosted by Das Progressive Zentrum 

(Germany), the Foundation for European Progressive 

Studies (Brussels), the Progressive Policy Institute 

(USA), the Heinrich Böll Foundation (Germany), Policy 

Network (UK), the RSA (UK), VOLTA (Italy), Terra Nova 

(France), Fundación Alternativas (Spain), Fundação Res 

Publica (Portugal), Arenagruppen (Sweden), the Ferdi-

nand Lassalle Centre (Poland), the Centre for European 

Reform (UK) and Social Europe (EU).

Together with inspiring thinkers and doers from all 

over the world, today we have the opportunity to 

build momentum for a global movement. After a long 

winter, it’s springtime for progressive politics.

We wish you a very warm welcome!
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The Progressive Governance Symposiums are unique in that they combine party-political networking and 
leaders forums with policy input from leading public intellectuals. They bring together politicians and 
intellectuals from social-democratic, green and liberal parties and movements   from across the world to 
address key challenges to forward-looking politics and governments in today’s globalised world.
This year’s symposium convenes people who seek to build shared prosperity and improve lives at the local, 
national, and transnational level.

Objectives of the day:

● Creating a space for informal intellectual reflection on the pressing political challenges of our time.
● Building momentum behind the progressive movement in its quest to reclaim thought leadership  
 and increase its impact on the public debate.
● Offering an opportunity for exchange across party lines before coming together to celebrate.

The #PGS19 objectives and principles

The order of play and conversations at #PGS19
3. Combining the power of state, market, and citi-

zens: Rethink the relationship between the state, 
market and citizens, defining new roles for state 
policies, market forces and grassroots-level activ-
ism to achieve ambitious goals.

4. Fairness and justice: Identifying ways to promote 
economic growth, good jobs, and shared prosper-
ity while mitigating the social risks of structural 
change.

5. Social equity: Seeking greater equity, at both the 
national and international level.

Three threads will guide the conversation in the ple-
nary, breakout and public events throughout the day, 
as progressives from Europe and across the Atlantic 
discuss the following key challenges:

The symposium will kick off with invitation-only 
plenary and breakout sessions to examine major 
policy challenges and progressive solutions. In the 
evening, the symposium will go public with our 
leaders panels that will spark lively discussions on 
the future of progressive politics and transatlantic 
relations. After the hard work is done, we will switch 
into networking and dancing mode with our Cele-
brating Spring Party.
Our activities aim to promote an interactive and 
lively discussion among participants that is guided 
by five principles:
1. Best-practice solutions: Exchanging policy les-

sons, ideas, experiences and concepts amongst 
an international network of progressives in or-
der to learn from each other and effect change;

2. Inclusive economy: Harnessing the forces of glo-
balisation and new tech to secure more inclusive 
prosperity and sustainability;
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Thread I: 
Responding to the new politics of identity and populism

In this thread we will examine how identity issues 
and the nationalistic narrative of a closed society and 
economy have been eroding the constituency of pro-
gressive parties in both Europe and North America 
since the global financial crises.  We will discuss op-
portunities to confront these challenges, strengthen 
progressive alliances internationally, and develop in-
novative ideas for progressive political leadership and
mobilization. Specifically, Thread I will focus on how 
both governing and opposition political parties are 
responding to national populists, including:

● Inspiring fresh thinking on strengthening liberal 
democracy and the market economy;

● Addressing voters’ anxieties about migration and 
integration and developing an action framework 
that corresponds with core progressive values;

● Articulating a new progressive cultural narrative 
that champions pluralism, tolerance and unify-
ing political values and offers an alternative to 
the tribal politics of race, religion and national 
identity;

● Reviving the progressive narrative of interna-
tionalism and the role of the transatlantic part-
nership and the European social model for a 
post-Trump and Brexit-era.

Beyond a binary world: how to win the battle of ideas on identity and internationalism

Breakout sessions:
11.15 - 12.30   “Responding to the populist surge: how to deal with the politics of identity in times of
    migration and cultural populism”
14.30 - 16.00   “Revisiting the progressive concept of internationalism”

Thread II: 
Building an inclusive economy and society

This thread aims at discussing and developing fresh 
ideas for progressive policy reforms to gain credibility 
on the economy, foster inclusive growth, democratic 
innovation and social mobility at the local, national 
and international levels. The discussions will be guid-
ed by the following questions:

● How are inequalities and other challenges being 
amplified by key drivers of economic and social 
change, including new technologies, high pub-
lic debt, and changing demographics, and how 
should progressives respond?

● Where are the key opportunities for public and 
private investment to boost economic growth, 
productivity and employment?

● What role should the state play in economic and 
social development and how can progressives 
devise new and inclusive forms of governance for 
economic growth?

● What are the most promising strategies for insti-
tutionalising democratic innovations and mech-
anisms for inclusive growth? What are the major 
barriers to reform?

The centre-left promise of bigger and bolder ideas for inclusive growth,
politics and governance

Breakout sessions:
11.15 - 12.30   “Bottom-up, not top-down: Democratic innovation and inclusive growth at the city level”
14.30 - 16.00   “Heralding a fair and sustainable agenda of public investment”
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Thread III: 
Ensuring a Just Transition

This thread will explore the impact of big tech and 
climate change on the way we live, create economic 
and social value and do politics. The big challenge 
for progressives in this debate is twofold. First, how 
can we reform industrial-era policy so that business-
es and industries can harness new technologies and 
mitigate the social downsides of economic disrup-
tion? Second, how can we promote sustainability in 
economy and society in order to address the chal-
lenges of climate change. The main threads of the 
discussion will be:

● Whether the digital era can unlock a renaissance 
of state interventions in economy and industrial 
policy;

● How to design post-industrial and progressive 
tax, competition, labour market, regional and 
data policies;

● Developing strategies, tools and policy instru-
ments in order to increase the efforts already 
taken to decarbonise energy production and con-
sumption;

● Finding ways to get real on addressing climate 
and sustainability;

● Examining the key challenges facing the welfare 
state over the next ten years and how social secu-
rity systems can be updated to accommodate

 ongoing digital transformations.

The environment and big tech: successfully managing and designing structural change 

Breakout sessions:
11.15 - 12.30   “How progressives can win the energy and climate debate”
14.30 - 16.00   “Updating economic and social thinking in an era of big tech”

Quick Guide
Part I: By invitation only

10:00  Welcoming remarks
10:30  Opening remarks discussion: “‘Rechter  
 Zeitgeist’: A challenge to democracy and  
 how to overcome it”
11:15  Parallel breakout sessions
12:30  Lunch Break
12:45  Luncheon discussion: “The state of Eu  
 rope’s centre-left - presenting a new survey  
 of European attitudes”
13:30  Keynote insights & discussion
14:30  Parallel breakout sessions
16:00  Conclusions & key insights
16:30  Break for snacks and drinks
16:45  Tea Time Discussion: “How can progres- 
 sives win elections again?”

Part II: Public event

17:30 Welcoming Remarks & Initial Statements
17:45  Panel Discussion: “The BIG transformation:  
 Regaining trust and winning the debate on  
 structural change”
18:45     Short Break 
19:00  Keynote Speech: “Standing up for the peo- 
 ple and places left behind by economic  
 change”
19:15  Public Panel Discussion: “Hope for tomor- 
 row in times of new nationalism & pop- 
 ulism”
20:15  Celebrating Spring Party (“Frühlingsfest”)
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9:00

Registration with tea & coffee

"In the face of new nationalism: 
How to restart Europe & the transatlantic partnership 

for #NextGeneration Progress"

10:00

Welcoming remarks
Sawsan Chebli

Permanent Secretary for International Relations, Governing Mayor of Berlin – Senate Chancellery

Will Marshall
President, Progressive Policy Institute

Christian Odendahl
Chief Economist, Centre for European Reform

Dominic Schwickert
Executive Director, Das Progressive Zentrum

10:30

Opening remarks discussion: 
"Rechter Zeitgeist": A challenge to democracy and how to overcome it

Matthew Taylor
Chief Executive, Royal Society of Arts

Response from: Celia Benin
Visiting Fellow, Center on the United States and Europe, Brookings Institution

Chair: Maria Skóra
Senior Project Manager, Das Progressive Zentrum

11:15

Parallel breakout sessions I
Room 1

Thread I: Identity and Populism
Responding to the populist surge: 

How to deal with the politics of 
identity in times of migration and 

cultural populism

Room 2

Thread II: Inclusive Economy and Society
Bottom-up, not top-down: Dem-
ocratic innovation and inclusive 

growth at the city level

Room 4

Thread III:  Just Transition
How progressives can win the 

energy and climate debate

Insights from:
Tiago Antunes Secretary of State of the Presi- 

 dency of the Council of Ministers

Andrea Brunner Deputy Federal Secretary- 

 General, SPÖ

Anneliese Dodds MP, Shadow Minister of  

 Treasury, Labour

Emilia Palonen Senior Lecturer in Political  

 Science, University of Helsinki

Insights from:
Kamzy Gunaratnam Deputy Mayor of Oslo

Quentin Hart Mayor of Waterloo, Iowa

Spiros Pengas Deputy Mayor of Thessaloniki

Insights from:
Paul Bledsoe Strategic Adviser, Progressive  

 Policy Institute

Zefi Dimadama Vice President, PES Women

Maja Göpel Secretary-General, German Adviso- 

 ry Council on Global Change and Policy

 Fellow, Das Progressive Zentrum

Antoine Guillou Energy & Climate Coordinator,  

 Terra Nova

Chair: Giuliano da Empoli Chairman, Volta Chair: Matthew Taylor Chief Executive, Royal  

 Society of Arts

Chair: Daniela Blaschke Visiting Policy Fellow,  

 Das Progressive Zentrum

Room 1 Room 2 Room 4
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13:30

Keynote insights & discussions
The coming progressive renaissance:  

Remarks on the birth of a new generation of ideas and policies
Marije Laffeber

Deputy Secretary General, Party of European  Socialists

Quentin Hart 
Mayor of Waterloo, Iowa

Jack Markell
2009-2017 Governor of Delaware, Adviser to former Vice President Joe Biden

Valérie Rabault
Leader, Parliamentary Group of “Socialists and Affiliated”, National Assembly

Chair: Florian Ranft
Policy Fellow, Das Progressive Zentrum

14:30

Parallel breakout sessions II

Room 1

Thread I: Identity and Populism
Revisiting the progressive 

concept of internationalism

Room 2

Thread II: Inclusive Economy and Society
Heralding a fair and sustainable 

agenda of public investment

Room 4

Thread III:  Just Transition
Updating economic and social 
thinking in an era of big tech

Insights from:

Agnieszka Dziemianowicz-Bąk Feminist  

 Activist and Politician

Diego López Garrido Vice President, Fundación  

 Alternativas and Former Secretary of State for  

 the European Union

Konstantin Kuhle MP, Free Democratic Party

Corinne Narassiguin 2012 Representative,  

 North America, Socialist Party/Greens

Insights from:

László Andor Senior Fellow, FEPS and Former  

 Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs  

 and Inclusion

Zoë Billingham Head of Policy and Engage- 

 ment, Centre for Progressive Policy

Anne Kim Vice President of Domestic Policy,  

 Progressive Policy Institute

Fernando Rocha Andrade MP, Socialist Party

Insights from:

Marius Busemeyer Professor of Political  

 Science, University of Konstanz

Laura Dornheim Adviser on Digital Policy,  

 Alliance 90/The Greens

Michael Mandel Chief Economic Strategist,  

 Progressive Policy Institute

Isaac Stanley Researcher, Inclusive Innovation,  

 NESTA

12:30
Lunch break with Luncheon discussion

Chair: Bastian Hermisson Executive Director,  

 Heinrich Böll Foundation Office in 

 Washington D.C.

Chair: Christian Odendahl
 Chief Economist, Centre for European Reform

Chair: Katja Jäger Researcher, betterplace lab

Ground Floor Stage
The state of Europe’s centre-left - presenting a new survey of European attitudes

Presentation by: Pete Brodnitz
President, Expedition Strategies

Response by: Celia Belin
Visiting Fellow, Center on the United States and Europe, Brookings Institution

Chair: Håkan A. Bengtsson
CEO, Arenagruppen

{            }
Ground Floor Stage

Room 4Room 2Room 1

12:45
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16:30

16:00

Conclusion & key insights
Sophia Besch

Research Fellow, Centre for European Reform

Giuliano da Empoli
Chairman, Volta

Will Marshall
President, Progressive Policy Institute

Marc-Olivier Padis
Director of Studies, Terra Nova

Chair: Maria Skóra
Senior Project Manager, Das Progressive Zentrum

Break for snacks and drinks with Tea Time discussion

16:45

How can progressives win elections again?
André Krouwel

Lecturer, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and Founder of Kieskompas

Sheri Berman
Professor of Political Science, Barnard College, Columbia University

Chair: Henning Meyer
Managing Director, Social Europe

{           }
Ground Floor Stage
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17:00

Registration

Progressive Governance Leaders Debate
"Building a transatlantic coalition for the BIG transformation"

17:30

Welcome & Initial Statements
Michael Miebach

Deputy Chairman, Das Progressive Zentrum

***

Maja Göpel
Secretary-General, German Advisory Council on Global Change and Policy Fellow, Das Progressive Zentrum

Jean Pisani-Ferry

Professor of Economics, Sciences Po, Paris; the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin; and the European University Institute, Florence

Panel discussion
“The BIG transformation: Regaining trust and winning the debate on structural change”

Chair Sudha David-Wilp
Senior Transatlantic Fellow and Deputy Director, Berlin Office, The German Marshall Fund of the United States

18:45

Short Break

19:00

Keynote speech
“Standing up for the people and places left behind by economic change”

Stephan Weil
Prime Minister, Lower Saxony

19:15

Panel discussion
“Hope for tomorrow in times of new nationalism & populism”

Chair: Petra Pinzler
Journalist, Die Zeit

20:15

Celebrating Spring Party ("Frühlingsfest)

Anneliese Dodds
MP, Shadow Minister of Treasury, Labour

Robert Habeck
Chairman, Green Party

Michael Werz
Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress 

Reiner Hoffmann
President, German Trade Union Confederation

Marije Laffeber
Deputy Secretary-General, Party of European   Socialists

Jack Markell
2009-2017 Governor of Delaware,  Adviser to former Vice 

President Joe Biden

Stephan Weil
Prime Minister, Lower Saxony

Tamás Harangozó
MP, Leader Parliamentary Group, Hungarian Socialist Party
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LÁSZLÓ

He is Senior Fellow at the Foun-
dation for European Progressive 
Studies and previously EU Com-
missioner for Employment, Social 
Affairs and Inclusion (2010-2014). 
Since 2015, he has been lecturing 
on the EU, economic governance 
and social policy at the Hertie 
School of Governance, Université 
libre de Bruxelles and Sciences Po. 
He was awarded Doctor Honoris 
Causa by the Sofia University of 
National and World Economy and 
the French Legion of Honour in 
2014.

ANDOR

TIAGO

He currently holds the office of 
Secretary of State of the Pres-
idency of Portugals Council of 
Ministers. In this position, he 
coordinates and oversees the gov-
ernmental law-making process. 
Before becoming a member of the 
Portuguese Government in 2017, 
he worked at the European Parlia-
ment both on both constitutional 
and economic affairs. Previously, 
he served as an adviser and then 
chief of staff to the Secretary 
of State. In these positions, he 
advised on energy and environ-
mental policy and participated in 
international climate negotiation 
summits, among other areas. Pre-
viously, he worked as a lawyer at a 
major Portuguese law firm.

ANTUNES

CELIA

She is a visiting fellow in the 
Center on the United States and 
Europe at Brookings. Célia’s areas 
of expertise include transatlan-
tic relations, U.S. foreign policy 
toward Europe, French politics 
and foreign policy and the role of 
civil society in foreign policy. Prior 
to joining Brookings, she served 
as an advisor on U.S. affairs and 
trans-Atlantic relations in the 
French foreign ministry’s Cen-
tre d’Analyse, de Prévision et de 
Stratégie (policy planning staff) 
for over five years.

BELIN

HÅKAN A.

He is CEO of Arenagruppen, one 
of the premier progressive think 
tanks in Scandinavia. The Arena 
Group’s Economic Council is an 
initiative with the aim of provid-
ing space for progressive eco-
nomic thinking and stimulating 
independent economic research. 
He also co-founded the mag-
azine Arena, Sweden’s leading 
magazine on society and current 
affairs. 

BENGTSSON

SHERI

She is a professor of Political 
Science at Barnard College, Co-
lumbia University. Her research 
interests include European history 
and politics, the development of 
democracy, populism and fascism, 
and the history of the left. She 
has written about these topics 
for a wide variety of publications, 
including the New York Times, The 
Washington Post, Foreign Policy, 
Foreign Affairs, and Vox. She cur-
rently serves on the boards of the 
Journal of Democracy, Dissent and 
Political Science Quarterly.

BERMAN

Active Contributors
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DANIELA

She is Visiting Fellow at Das Pro-
gressive Zentrum and an Associ-
ate for Public Affairs at Volkswa-
gen Group. As a Visiting Fellow 
at Das Progressive Zentrum, she 
works within the
programme area of Structur-
al Transformation & Inclusive 
Growth on the topics of Sustain-
ability, Corporate Activism, and 
Futures of Mobility. Daniela is cur-
rently writing her doctoral thesis 
in the department of philosophy 
and humanities at Freie Universi-
tät Berlin. She studied media and 
communication science, political 
science, arts and media adminis-
tration.

BLASCHKE

SOPHIA

She is a research fellow at the 
Centre for European Reform. 
She works on European defence 
issues, with a focus on EU Com-
mon Defence and Security Policy, 
European defence industry co-op-
eration, NATO and German foreign 
and defence policy. Sophia com-
ments regularly in broadcast and 
print media and has contributed 
opinion pieces on German foreign 
policy to various magazines and 
newspapers. She has given oral 
evidence to the House of Com-
mons Defence Select Committee 
on the subject of the future of 
UK-EU defence co-operation. Prior 
to joining the CER, Sophia was a 
Carlo Schmid Fellow at the Policy 
Planning Unit at NATO HQ and 
worked as a researcher for the 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
Sophia holds degrees in Interna-
tional Security and International 
Relations from Sciences Po Paris 
and the London School of Eco-
nomics.

BESCH
ZOË 

She is Head of Policy and Engage-
ment at the Centre for Progressive 
Policy. Zoë has held several roles 
in the UK civil service including 
as Senior Policy Adviser at HM 
Treasury and as Economic Poli-
cy Adviser to the Deputy Prime 
Minister during the coalition 
government. She holds a Master's 
Degree in European Economics 
from the College of Europe. On-
going academic interests include 
inequality, inclusive growth, 
social mobility and class.

BILLINGHAM

PAUL

He is Strategic Adviser at Progres-
sive Policy Institute and President 
of Bledsoe & Associates, LLC, a 
strategic public policy firm. He 
is also a senior strategist for 
the American Energy Innova-
tion Council, a group of 10 CEOs 
including Bill Gates. He served as 
Director of Communications of 
the White House Climate Change 
Task Force under President Clinton 
(1998-2000). Paul began writing 
about and advocating a bot-
tom-up, nationally determined, 
non-legally binding, ‘pledge 
and review’ approach to the UN 
climate agreement process, which 
led to the successful Paris Agree-
ment in 2015. Paul has written for 
or been featured in leading print 
outlets including the New York 
Times, Washington Post, Wall 
Street Journal, The Economist, 
Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, 
Science Magazine, Rolling Stone, 
The Daily Telegraph, The Guard-
ian, Politico, the Financial Times 
and on many television and radio 
programs, including the CNN, 
BBC World Service Television and 
Radio, CBS, MSNBC, PBS, FOX, SKY 
and NPR.

BLEDSOE
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PETE

He is President of Expedition 
Strategies. In the U.S., his recent 
political work includes providing 
research-based strategic advice to 
five new U.S. senators who have 
won the election since 2006. In 
2007, the American Association of 
Political Consultants named Pete 
Brodnitz “Pollster of the Year” – 
the top honour in the political 
polling profession – recognizing 
success and innovation in U.S. 
campaigns. In the nonprofit 
sector, Pete has worked with 
leading organizations, including 
Third Way, New Democrat Net-
work, America’s Voice, the Human 
Rights Campaign, and America 
Votes.

BRODNITZ
ANDREA

She has been Secretary General of 
SPÖ Frauen (the women’s division 
within the Social Democratic 
Party of Austria) since February 
2014. In 2017 she became Deputy 
Secretary General of SPÖ. Andrea 
holds a Masters Degree in Political 
Science. Prior to that she was the 
spokesperson for former Minister 
of Women’s Affairs Gabriele Hein-
isch-Hosek (2009-2014).

BRUNNER

SAWSAN

She has been State of Berlin 
Delegate to the Federation and 
Permanent Secretary for Active 
Citizenship and International 
Relations since 2016. Sawsan 
Chebli is a member of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany. She 
was Deputy Spokesperson at the 
Federal Foreign Office (2014-2016). 
Prior to that, she was policy advi-
sor for Intercultural Affairs at the 
Berlin Senate Department for the 
Interior and Sport (2010-2014).

CHEBLI
GIULIANO

He is the chairman of Volta, a pro-
gressive think tank based in Milan 
and Brussels. A former Deputy 
Mayor for Culture of Florence and 
Political Advisor to Prime Minister 
Matteo Renzi, he is the author of 
"Les ingénieurs du chaos", a book 
on populist spin-doctors that will 
be published in Germany at the 
beginning of 2020.

DA EMPOLI

LIAM

He is Shadow Minister for Digital 
and MP (Labour) in the British 
Parliament. As a Cabinet minis-
ter, he did some of the toughest 
jobs in government serving as 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
Minister for the Cabinet Office 
and as the Home Office Minister 
responsible for immigration. He 
has authored over twenty books 
and pamphlets, covering a wide 
range of topics from international 
trade to counter-extremism. He 
is a member of the Council of Eu-
rope and guest lectures at Oxford 
University.

BYRNEMARIUS

He is a Full Professor of Politi-
cal Science at the University of 
Konstanz, Germany. His research 
focuses on comparative politi-
cal economy and welfare state 
research, education and social 
policy, public spending, and 
theories of institutional change. 
Marius studied political science, 
economics, public administration 
and public law at the University 
of Heidelberg and the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government. 
He holds a doctorate in political 
science from the University of 
Heidelberg and has been ap-
pointed a member of the Young 
Academy of Europe.

BUSEMEYER
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SUDHA 

She is a Senior Transatlantic 
Fellow and Deputy Director of the 
Berlin office of the German Mar-
shall Fund of the United States. 
She joined GMF’s Berlin office 
in September 2011. She oversees 
GMF’s  Congress-Bundestag Forum 
, a joint program with the Robert 
Bosch Foundation. Before moving 
to Berlin, she was the director of 
international programs at the U.S. 
Association of Former Members 
of Congress in Washington, 
DC. She established a trilateral 
roundtable format for legislators 
and launched a speakers’ program 
involving current and former 
lawmakers.

DAVID-WILP

ANNELIESE

She is a British Labour and Co-op-
erative Party politician who was 
elected as the Member of Parlia-
ment for Oxford East in 2017. She 
was formerly a Member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament for the South 
East England region (2014-2017).  
As of May 2017, she is a Senior 
Lecturer in Public Policy at Aston 
University, Birmingham.  On 3 July 
2017, Anneliese was appointed as 
a Shadow Treasury Minister by 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn.

DODDS

LAURA

She is an adviser on Digital Policy 
for Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, the 
German Green Party. She holds a 
diploma in business informatics 
and a PhD in Gender Studies. 
After several years as a business 
consultant and freelance digital 
strategy consultant, she is cur-
rently working as a spokeswoman 
for a tech startup. In her free time, 
Laura has been involved in various 
feminist projects and initiatives 
for several years. She looked after 
girls from a Hamburg "Problemk-
iez", co-initiated the alliance 
“Nein zum Betreuungsgeld!”, sup-
ported the #aufschrei campaign, 
and mentors an equal opportuni-
ties officer. As a former member 
of the Pirate Party, she is active in 
net politics and net feminism.

DORNHEIM

AGNIESZKA 

She is a Polish feminist, activist, 
social and education research-
er holding PhD in Philosophy. 
Previously, she was a member of 
the National Board of the Polish 
political party Razem. Agnieszka 
is also a member of the Democra-
cy in Europe Movement (DiEM25). 
In 2016, Foreign Policy magazine 
included her on its annual list of 
the 100 most influential global 
thinkers for her role in organizing 
the "black protest" against a total 
ban on abortion in Poland.

DZIEMIANOWICZ-
BĄK

ZEFI

She is the Vice-President of PES 
Women and Secretary General of 
the Hellenic NGO, Political Asso-
ciation of Women that promotes 
gender equality at the political, 
social and professional level. Zefi 
is an expert on environmental & 
energy security at SE Europe. She 
has developed research projects 
on economic and environmental 
policy and has a regular presence 
with articles and essays at various 
international scientific Journals 
and websites.

DIMADAMA
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She is the Secretary General of the 
German Advisory Council on Glob-
al Change and Policy Fellow at Das 
Progressive Zentrum. Her personal 
fields of interests are new pros-
perity models with an emphasis 
on the role of paradigm shifts as 
strategic leverage points, sum-
marized in her book The Great 
Mindshift (Springer 2016). Maja is 
a scientist that combines theory 
with practice and formerly headed 
the Berlin Office of the Wuppertal 
Institut. She is a professor at Le-
uphana University, member of the 
Club of Rome, the Balaton Group 
and the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network.

MAJA
GÖPEL

ANTOINE

He has been the energy and 
climate coordinator of the French 
think tank Terra Nova since 2015 
and is also a member of the edi-
torial board. As such, he leads the 
work of the expert groups and has 
co-authored a dozen publications 
on French and European energy 
and climate policies. Antoine is 
an ENSTA ParisTech graduated en-
gineer, and holds a Master of Sci-
ence in Environmental Economics 
from Imperial College London, as 
well as a Master of Public Admin-
istration from Sciences Po Paris.

GUILLOU

KAMZY

She was elected Deputy Mayor 
of Oslo in 2015.  Kamzy has been 
the leader of the Workers Youth 
League (AUF) in Oslo, a member of 
the central board of AUF, and edi-
tor of AUF's magazine, Praksis. In 
2012 and 2013 she was a columnist 
in the Norwegian national news-
papers Dagbladet and Dagsavisen.  
Kamzy is committed to political 
initiatives that strengthen de-
mocracy, community involvement 
and transparency.

GUNARATNAM

ROBERT

He was elected as chairman 
of Bündnis 90/Die Grünen in 
January 2018. Robert was born in 
Lübeck, studied Philosophy, and 
worked as an author before he got 
actively involved in politics. He 
was Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Energy Transforma-
tion in the German State of Schle-
swig-Holstein from 2012 to 2018). 
Under his leadership, the Green 
Party became the third largest 
group in the Landtag of Schle-
swig-Holstein after the 2017 state 
elections. Together with Co-Party 
Leader Annalena Baerbock, he 
works to establish the Green Party 
as a strong national and European 
progressive alliance for the future.

HABECK

TAMÁS 

He is a Hungarian jurist and poli-
tician and has been a member of 
the National Assembly from the 
Hungarian Socialist Party's Tolna 
County Regional List since 2010.  
He was appointed a member of 
the Defence and Internal Secu-
rity Committee in May 2010 and 
Committee on National Security 
in November 2011. Previously, 
Tamás was a member of the Con-
stitutional, Judicial and Standing 
Orders Committee (2010-2011). 

HARANGOZÓ

QUENTIN

He is the first African American 
elected to the office of Mayor for 
the City of Waterloo, Iowa. Preced-
ing the election, Quentin was the 
Associate Director of Multicultur-
al Affairs for Hawkeye Community 
College in Waterloo, Iowa, provid-
ing leadership for multicultural
initiatives and promoting aware-
ness and appreciation for diversi-
ty on campus and the community. 
In the eight years preceding his 
mayoral election, Quentin repre-
sented the citizens of Waterloo as 
Ward 4 Councilman.

HART
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KATJA

She is a Researcher at betterplace 
lab in Berlin who holds a degree in 
Nonprofit Management & Public 
Governance and Communication 
Science. She is currently working 
on demokratie.io, an innovation 
fund aiming to better understand 
how digitisation and democracy 
go together in practice.

JÄGER

BASTIAN

He has been Executive Director 
of the Heinrich Böll Foundation's 
North America office since 2015.  
Prior to that, he directed the Böll 
Foundation's European Union 
office in Brussels and headed the 
EU/North America department 
as well as the department for 
foreign and security policy at the 
Böll Foundation's headquarters in 
Berlin. Bastian's fields of expertise 
are Foreign and Security Policy, 
German and European Policy, 
Energy and Climate Policy.

HERMISSON

REINER

He is President of the German 
Trade Union Confederation (DGB). 
After his studies, he worked for 
the European Community in Brus-
sels and later for the Hans-Böck-
ler-Foundation. He was deputy 
secretary general of the European 
Trade Union Confederation (2003-
2009) and in 2014 joined the exec-
utive board of the German Trade 
Union Confederation .

HOFFMANN

ANNE

She is a Vice President of Domes-
tic Policy at The Progressive Policy 
Institute (PPI). She has written 
extensively on a wide range of 
issues in economic and social 
policy, with a particular emphasis 
on economic mobility, poverty, 
middle class opportunity and the 
intersection of policy and politics. 
Anne’s writings has appeared in a 
variety of publications, including 
the Washington Monthly, Atlan-
tic.com, the Washington Post, 
the Wall Street Journal, Politico, 
The American Interest, Democ-
racy, and The Hill. She has also 
appeared on C-SPAN, CNBC, CNN 
and Fox and is currently working 
on a book on youth policy to be 
published by the New Press. 

KIM

ANDRÉ

He teaches comparative politi-
cal science and communication 
science at the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam and is the founder of 
Kieskompas (Election Compass, 
a developer of online Vote Advice 
Applications, with which data is 
collected on party positions and 
voter opinions. André has pub-
lished articles and book chapters 
on parliamentary and presidential 
elections, party competition, 
populism and Euroscepticism. His 
most recent research investigates 
the impact of information on po-
litical attitudes and opinions and 
belief in conspiracy theories.

KROUWEL
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KONSTANTIN

He is a Member of the German 
Bundestag for the Free Demo-
cratic Party (FDP) and the Secre-
tary-General of the FDP in Lower 
Saxony. He studied law at the 
Bucerius Law School and Sciences 
Po and has worked as a lawyer in 
Hannover since 2017. He was the 
Federal Chairman of the Young 
Liberals from 2014 to 2018) and 
since 2015, has been a Member of 
the FDP Federal Board.

KUHLE
MARIJE

As the Deputy Secretary-General 
of the Party of European Social-
ists (PES), she is responsible for 
democracy policies, political 
organisation development, fund-
ing, migration policies, electoral 
research, electoral exchange and 
training and is also a member of 
the PES Presidency. She was the 
first woman to be elected Inter-
national Secretary of the National 
Executive Board of the Dutch 
Labour Party (PvdA) a position she 
held from 2003 to 2012.

LAFFEBER

DIEGO

He is the Vice President of Fun-
dación Alternativas and former 
Secretary of State for the EU with-
in the Spanish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation. He held 
several positions in the Spanish 
Socialist Workers’ party, including 
as their spokesman in the Spanish 
Parliament. Diego holds a degree 
in Law and Economics and is pro-
fessor emeritus of Constitutional 
and European Law.

LÓPEZ GARRIDO
MICHAEL

He is the chief economic strat-
egist at the Progressive Policy 
Institute in Washington, D.C., 
where he supervises PPI’s research 
and policy work across a wide 
range of topics, including the 
data-driven economy, the impact 
of regulation on innovation, and 
policies to improve production, 
investment and job growth in the 
U.S. and globally. Michael received 
a PhD in Economics from Harvard 
University and formerly served as 
chief economist at BusinessWeek. 
For his writings on innovation and 
growth, he was named one of the 
top 100 business journalists of the 
20th century.

MANDEL

JACK 

He served from 2009 to 2017 as 
the Governor of Delaware. After 
being elected by a large margin 
in 2008, Markell served as Chair-
man of the Democratic Governors 
Association and the National Gov-
ernor's Association, before being 
re-elected by an even larger mar-
gin. During his tenure, Delaware 
emerged from the great recession 
with the strongest job growth in 
the region and among the best 
private sector wage growth in 
the country. Jack led significant 
investments in improved early 
childhood education, language 
immersion programs, heightened 
college access for low-income 
students and some of the most 
progressive workforce develop-
ment efforts in the U.S. Governor 
Markell is also a very close advisor 
to former Vice President Joe Biden.

MARKELL

WILL

He is President and founder of 
the Progressive Policy Institute in 
Washington, D.C., established in 
1989 as a center for political inno-
vation in Washington, D.C. In this 
capacity, he has been one of the 
chief intellectual architects of the 
movement to modernize progres-
sive politics for the global age. 
Called “Bill Clinton’s idea mill,” 
PPI’s policy analysis and propos-
als were the source for many of 
the “New Democrat” innovations 
that have figured prominently 
in U.S. politics over the past two 
decades. Will´s articles have 
appeared in the New York Times, 
Washington Post, Wall Street Jour-
nal, Los Angeles Times and many 
other newspapers, as well as The 
American Interest, The American 
Prospect, Democracy, and other 
journals. 

MARSHALL
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HENNING

He is Editor-in-Chief of Social 
Europe and a Research Associate 
of the Public Policy Group at the 
London School of Economics 
and Political Science. He is also 
Director of the consultancy New 
Global Strategy Ltd. and frequent-
ly writes opinion editorials for 
international newspapers such as 
The Guardian, DIE ZEIT, The New 
York Times and El País.

MEYER
CORINNE

Corinne Narassiguin is a French 
politician and former Repre-
sentative of the North American 
constituency of French residents 
abroad for the Socialist Party and 
the Greens. She worked as an 
independent consultant in New 
York for 13 years and is now based 
in Paris. She has been a member 
of the French Parti Socialiste since 
2000, first as a grassroots activist 
and then as national spokesper-
son (2014-2017). Since 2018 she 
has been the second-ranking Parti 
Socialiste official. She holds an 
engineering degree from Telecom 
SudParis and a MSc in Telecom-
munications from University 
College London.

NARASSIGUIN

CHRISTIAN

He is chief economist at the Cen-
tre for European Reform. His areas 
of expertise are the Eurozone, the 
ECB, Germany, fiscal and mone-
tary policy, structural reforms, the 
political economy of economic 
integration, international trade, 
and financial regulation. Hecom-
mentates regularly on economic 
issues in print and broadcast me-
dia, including the Financial Times, 
New York Times, Wall Street Jour-
nal, The Economist, Deutschland-
funk and the BBC.

ODENDAHL

MARC-OLIVIER

He is Director of Studies of the 
Paris-based think tank Terra Nova, 
which was awarded the prize for 
“French Think Tank of the Year” 
in 2011 and 2012. Previously,  he 
was editor-in-chief and director 
of the magazine Esprit from 1993 
to 2016) and taught European 
studies at Sciences Po Paris from 
2008 to 2012.

PADIS

EMILIA

She is a Senior Lecturer in Polit-
ical Science at the University of 
Helsinki, Faculty of Social Scienc-
es, where she is an expert on 
populism, particularly in Finland 
and Hungary. A theorist of he-
gemony, she received her MA and 
PhD from the University of Essex, 
and currently leads the four-year 
project “Whirl of Knowledge: 
Political Polarisation and Cultural 
Populism in European Politics and 
Societies”, and researches democ-
racy and populism in the Main-
streaming Populism consortium 
with Academy of Finland funding.

PALONEN

SPIROS

He has been Deputy Mayor for 
Tourism Development and Inter-
national Relations and an elected 
local council member of Thessa-
loniki since 2011. He graduated 
from the German School of Thes-
saloniki and studied Political Sci-
ence and International Relations 
at the Universities of Freiburg 
and Munich, Germany. He then 
worked in the office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in Brussels. 
Returning to Thessaloniki, he took 
over his family’s business and 
founded the non-profit-organisa-
tion “Eastern Paths” to promote 
cultural and educational activi-
ties.

PENGAS
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PETRA

She is a journalist with the 
German weekly newspaper Die 
Zeit, based in the Berlin office. 
She writes on the EU and foreign 
policy as well as economic affairs 
and development. She was a U.S. 
correspondent for Die Zeit and 
based in Washington D.C. form 
1998 to 2002. She was then the 
paper’s European Correspondent 
based in Brussels from 2002 to 
2007. In 2001 she was a Bucerius 
Fellow at the de Gunzburg Center 
for European Studies at Harvard 
University.  Petra has won a num-
ber of awards for her work. and is 
a founding member of the Global 
Public Policy Institute.

PINZLER
JEAN

He is Senior Professor of Econom-
ics and Public Management at the 
Hertie School of Governance and a 
Professor of Economics at Scienc-
es Po. He has served as Commis-
sioner-General for Policy Planning 
since 2013, reporting to the French 
Prime Minister. Jean helped found 
the Brussels-based economic 
think tank Bruegel in 2005 and 
served as its first Director.

PISANI-FERRY

VALÉRIE

She is a Member of the French 
Parliament (Assemblée Nationale), 
Chairwoman of the Socialist Par-
liamentary Group and Secretary of 
the Committee for Economics and 
Finance. She previously served 
as general rapporteur for the 
budget from 2014 to 2017. Valérie 
is an graduated engineer from 
the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et 
Chaussées and the Collège des 
Ingénieurs. Before her election 
in 2012, she was head of Market 
Prospective & Business Risk for 
Equity & Commodity Derivatives 
(GECD), and a member of the 
GECD Executive Committee at 
BNP Paribas CIB.

RABAULT

FLORIAN

He is a Policy Fellow at Das Pro-
gressive Zentrum where he works 
within the Programm Structural 
Change with a focus on inclusive 
growth and the future of work. He 
is the former Head of Policy and 
International at Policy Network, 
and former Senior Research Ana-
lyst at the Centre for Progressive 
Policy, both think tanks based 
in London. Previously, he was a 
researcher and lecturer in polit-
ical sociology and international 
relations at the Universities of 
Frankfurt and Greifswald.

RANFT

FERNANDO

Fernando Rocha Andrade has 
been a member of the Portuguese 
Parliament since 2015, when he 
was elected as a candidate for 
the Socialist Party (PS). He was 
a member of the Portuguese 
Government as Secretary of 
State for Taxation from 2015 to 
2017. He holds a PhD in Law and 
Economics and is a Professor of 
Public Finance at the University of 
Coimbra Law School.

ROCHA ANDRADE

DOMINIC

He has been Executive Director 
of Das Progressive Zentrum since 
2012. He has proven expertise in 
the field of political and strategic 
consulting. Dominic has previ-
ously worked for Stiftung Wissen-
schaft und Politik, Bertelsmann 
Stiftung, IFOK GmbH, Stiftung 
Neue Verantwortung, and the 
German Bundestag as well as for 
the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Affairs and Energy. He was John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Policy Fellow 
at the Center for European Studies 
at Harvard University in autumn 
2017.

SCHWICKERT
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MARIA

She is Senior Project Manager at 
Das Progressive Zentrum in the 
Programme "International Rela-
tions", where she heads projects 
on “European Integration” and 
“Transatlantic Partnerships”. Ma-
ria is a leading expert in Eastern 
European politics. She formerly 
worked for the Humboldt-Viadrina 
Governance Platform, Berlin, and 
supported the All-Poland Alliance 
of Trade Unions in Warsaw. 

SKÓRA
ISAAC

He is a researcher in the Inclusive 
Innovation team at Nesta. His 
work explores the relationship of 
innovation and inequality, and 
the role of innovation policy in 
building more human and demo-
cratic economies. Current projects 
include work on a new framework 
for inclusive innovation policy, 
and a collaboration with the phi-
losopher Roberto Unger and the 
OECD’s New Approach to Econom-
ic Challenges initiative exploring 
the futures of the Knowledge 
Economy. Prior to Nesta, Isaac 
was as a Community Organiser 
at Citizens UK, working with 
civil society groups to take action 
on issues ranging from access 
to health services, the asylum 
system, and household debt. He 
also worked at as a researcher at 
King’s College London on a study 
around social capital and perina-
tal health.

STANLEY

MATTHEW

He has been Chief Executive of 
the Royal Society of Arts since 
November 2006. In July 2017, Mat-
thew published the report ‘Good 
Work’; an independent review 
into modern employment. Prior to 
this appointment, Matthew was 
Chief Adviser on Political Strategy 
to the Prime Minister. Previous 
roles include Labour Party Direc-
tor of Policy and Deputy General 
Secretary and Chief Executive 
of the Institute for Public Policy 
Research, one of UK’s leading 
centre-left think tank.

TAYLOR

STEPHAN

He has been Prime Minister of 
Lower Saxony, Germany, since 2013 
and the leader of the Social Dem-
ocrats in Lower Saxony since 2012. 
He also has a mandate on the 
supervisory board of the Volkswa-
gen AG. Between November 2013 
and October 2014, Stephan served 
as President of the Bundesrat. He 
holds a degree in Law and worked 
as a lawyer, judge and prosecutor 
prior to his political career. He be-
came Chair of the SPD branch of 
Hannover-Stadt in 1991 and Mayor 
of Hannover in 2006.

WEIL

MICHAEL

He is a Senior Fellow at the Center 
for American Progress, where his 
work as member of the National 
Security Team focuses on the 
nexus of climate change, migra-
tion, and security and emerging 
democracies. He has been a 
senior transatlantic Fellow at the 
German Marshall Fund where his 
work focused on transatlantic 
foreign policy and the European 
Union. He has held appointments 
as a public policy scholar at the 
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars in Washing-
ton, D.C., and as a John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Fellow at Harvard’s 
Minda de Gunzburg Center for 
European Studies. Michael has 
published numerous articles and 
several books dealing with a wide 
range of scholarly and policy 
issues including race and ethnic-
ity in the 20th century; Western 
social and intellectual history; mi-
norities in Europe and the United 
States; ethnic conflicts, politics in 
Europe, and anti-Americanism.
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