
 

Global Progress Action Summit 2025 

From 25 to 26 September, the Global Progress Action Summit will serve as a pivotal forum, 

convening progressive heads of government, influential NGOs, and leading think tanks 

from over 40 nations. The primary objective is to determine how progressive parties can 

win elections and hold their own against the rise of right-wing populists in these 

challenging times. 

Day 1: Convening Progressive Thought Leaders 

The first day is dedicated to a significant gathering of representatives from think tanks, 

research institutes, and non-governmental organisations. The day’s schedule features 

several engaging discussions and workshops that will address some of the most pressing 

global challenges. Key topics examined include the Future of Work, the escalating Housing 

Crisis, National and International Security, Democracy and Technologisation, as well as 

Global Trade dynamics and Current Geopolitics. 

 
 

 

Day 2: High-Level Engagement 

The second day will be distinguished by the attendance of several high-profile 

governmental and political figures. Their addresses and contributions span a crucial 

spectrum of policy issues, ranging from effective governance for working populations to 

comprehensive strategies concerning the future of multilateralism. Among the notable 

guests are  

-​ Keir Starmer (PM, UK) 

-​ Mark Carney (PM, Canada) 

-​ Anthony Albanese (PM, Australia) 

-​ Kristrún Frostadóttir (PM Iceland) 

-​ Mette Frederiksen (PM, Denmark) 

-​ Jacinda Ardern (former PM, New Zealand)  

-​ Pedro Sanchez (PM, Spain) 

-​ Pete Buttigieg (former Secretary of Transportation, U.S.) 

 
 
 



 

 

“GOVERNING FOR WORKING PEOPLE” 
 

Day 1, Private - Thursday, Sept 25 

9:00 am: Invite Only and Policy and Strategy Working Group Sessions Registration 

9:30 - 11:30 am: The GPA Playbook Roundtable (Chaucer 50) 
 
9:15 - 10:25 am: Policy and Strategy Working Groups Round 1 

● Democracy and Its Institutions Working Group (Eliot) 
○ Michael Sozan (Senior Fellow, Democracy Policy, CAP Action) 
○ Juha Leppanen (Chief Executive, DEMOS, Norway) 
○ Parth Patel (Associate Director for Democracy & Politics, IPPR, UK) 

 

● Economy, Social Policy, and Advancing the Middle Class Working Group (Dickens) 
○ Natalie Baker (Director, Economic Analysis, CAP Action) 
○ Emma Dawson (Executive Director, Chifley Research Centre, Australia) 
○ Mike Moffatt (Founding Director, Missing Middle Initiative, University of Ottawa, 

Canada) 
 

● Foreign Policy and International Cooperation Working Group (Bronte) 
○ Damian Murphy (Senior Vice President, CAP Action) 
○ Johan Hassel (Director, Global Progress Action, CAP Action) 
○ Tarek Ghani (Professor, Washington University in St. Louis, US) 
○ Laura Chappell (Associate Director for International Policy, IPPR, UK) 
○ Kati Piri (MP, Government of the Netherlands) 
○ Suzy George (Former Chief of Staff to the Secretary of State, US) 

 
10:25 - 11:35 am: Policy and Strategy Working Groups Round 2 

● The Climate Crisis and Global Green Industrial Policy Working Group (Eliot) 
○ Frances Colón (Senior Fellow, International Climate, CAP Action) 
○ Mike Williams (Senior Fellow, Domestic Climate, CAP Action) 
○ Ryan Mulholland (Senior Fellow, International Economic Policy, CAP Action) 
○ Florian Ranft (Head of Green New Deal & Progressive Governance, Das 

Progressive Zentrum, Germany) 
○ Sam Alvis (Associate Director for Environment, Energy Security, and Nature, 

IPPR, UK) 
 

● Reinvigorating Multilateralism & Rethinking Development Aid Roundtable (Bronte) 
○ Paloma Adams-Allen (Former Deputy Administrator and Chief Operating Officer, 

USAID, US) 
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○ Luke Tryl (Executive Director, More in Common, UK) 
○ Maryan Hassan (Founder/CEO, 515.Co-Operative; Former Chief Trade 

Negotiator, World Trade Organization, Somalia) 
○ Evin Incir (MEP, Sweden) 
○ Machris Cabreros (Global Coordinator, Progressive Alliance, The Philippines) 

 

● Freedom of Speech, Media, and AI Working Group (Dickens) 
○ Megan Shahi (Director, Technology Policy, CAP Action) 
○ Roberta Braga (Founder and Executive Director, Digital Democracy Institute of 

the Americas, Brazil) 
○ Ben Scott (Executive Director, ResetTech, UK) 

 
11:00 - 11:45 am: General Registration  
 
11:45 - 11:50 am: General Welcome 

● Johan Hassel (Senior Fellow and Director, Global Progress Action, CAP Action) 
● Matt Upton (Executive Director, Labour Together) 

 
11:50 - 1:00 pm: Plenary Session:  

● Setting the Stage: Strategies to Win the Future (20 min) 

○ Morgan McSweeney (Chief of Staff, No. 10) 

○ Neera Tanden (CEO, CAP Action) 
 

● Global Progress Action Report on Public Opinion Trends: Change and the Case for 
Policy over Politics (50 min) 

● Presentation by:  
○ Marcus Roberts (CEO, Datapraxis) 
○ Hans Anker (Executive Director, Epiphaneia) 

● Comments by: 
○ Tonje Brenna (Minister and Deputy Party Leader, Norway) 
○ Natalie Unterstell (President, Talanoa Institute, Brazil) 

● Moderator: Amy Dacey (Executive Director, Sine Institute, American University) 
 
1:00 - 1.40 pm: Networking Lunch 
 
1:40 - 2:40 pm: Policy and Strategy Workshops Round 1  

● The Green Economy: A Just Transition and the Future of Work (Eliot) 
○ Opening: Mike Williams (Senior Fellow, CAP Action) 
○ Scene setting by: 

■ Florian Ranft (Head of Green New Deal & Progressive Governance, Das 
Progressive Zentrum, Germany) 

○ On climate actions: 
■ Miguel Matos (MP, Vice-President of Socialist Party, Portugal) 
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■ Luke Murphy (MP, Labour Party, UK) 
■ Sabrina Schulz (Policy Fellow, Das Progressive Zentrum, Germany) 
■ Stefania Relva (Director of Industrial Transformation, E+ Institute, Brazil) 

○ On progressive narratives: 
■ Jorge Villareal (Director of Climate Policy & Transport Programs, Iniciativa 

Climática de México, Mexico) 
■ Ezio Costa Cordella (Executive Director, FIMA ONG, Chile) 
■ Kate Bell (Assistant General Secretary, Trades Union Congress, UK) 

○ Moderator: Mike Williams (Senior Fellow, CAP, US) and Sam Alvis (Associate 
Director for Environment, Energy Security, and Nature, IPPR, UK) 

 

● Transforming Geopolitics in an Autocratic World (Bronte) 
○ Damian Murphy (Senior Vice President, CAP Action) 
○ Opening reflections on US Democracy by: 

■ Frank Kendall (Former Secretary of the Air Force; Distinguished Fellow,  
CAP Action) 

○ On transatlantic security: 
■ Amanda Sloat (Professor, IE University, Spain; Former Special Assistant to 

the President and Senior Director for Europe at the National Security 
Council, US) 

■ Giacomo Filibeck (Secretary General PES, Italy) 
■ Fred Hochberg, Former President of the Export–Import Bank of the US 

○ On engaging Latin America: 
■ Dan Restrepo (Former NSC Senior Director for Western Hemisphere 

Affairs, Senior Fellow, CAP Action) 
■ Verónica Silva (Founding Member, Somos Patria, Ecuador) 

■ Emily Mendrala (Director, National Security Action, US) 
○ Reflections by: 

■ Tarek Ghani (Professor, Washington University in St. Louis, US) 
■ Kati Piri (MP, Government of the Netherlands) 
■ Damian Murphy (Senior Vice President, CAP Action) 
■ Laura Chappell (Associate Director for International Policy, IPPR, UK) 

 

● Progressive Priorities in the Age of AI (Chaucer) 
○ Megan Shahi (Director of Technology Policy, CAP Action) 
○ Ben Scott (Executive Director, ResetTech, UK) 
○ Roberta Braga (Founder and Executive Director of the Digital Democracy 

Institute of the Americas) 
○ Tim Wu (Professor, Columbia Law School; Former Special Assistant to the 

President for Technology and Competition Policy, US) 
 
2:45 - 3:45 pm: Policy and Strategy Workshops Round 2 
 



 

 
 

4 

● Building the Future: Housing as the Story and Strategy to Improve Affordability and 
Opportunity (Chaucer 50 or Pigott Theater) 

○ Presentation by:  
■ Mike Moffatt (Founding Director, Missing Middle Initiative, University of 

Ottawa, Canada) 
○ Comments by: 

■ Effie Achtsioglou (Former Minister for Labour, Social Insurance and Social 
Solidarity, Greece) 

■ Jaime Pumarejo (Former Mayor of Barranquilla, Colombia) 
■ Enma Lopez Araujo (Federal Secretary of Economic Policy and Digital 

Transformation, Spain) 
■ Emma Dawson, Executive Director, Chifley Research Centre, Australia 

○ Moderator: Natalie Baker (Director, CAP Action) 
 

● A New Vision for Global Trade: A Progressive Approach (Eliot) 
○ Presentation by: 

■ Ryan Mulholland (Senior Fellow, International Economic Policy, CAP 
Action) 

○ Comments by: 
■ Marley Morris (Associate Director for Migration, Trade, and 

Communities, IPPR, UK) 
■ Beth Baltzan (Former Senior Advisor to USTR, US) 

○ On the geopolitics of trade: 
■ Wayne Swan (National President of the Labor Party, Australia) 
■ Paula Carvalho (International Secretary; Former State Secretary EU 

Affairs, Social Democratic Party, Sweden) 
■ Gerald Butts (Vice Chairman and Senior Advisor, Eurasia Group, Canada) 
■ Thomas Losse-Müller (Director, Stiftung Klimaneutralität, Germany) 

 

● Security for All: Building Capacity, Cooperation, and Cohesion (Bronte)  
○ On security as capacity: 

■ Amanda Sloat (Professor, IE University, Spain; Former Special Assistant to 
the President and Senior Director for Europe at the National Security 
Council, US) 

■ Juan Moscoso del Prado (Professor and former MP, Spain) 
○ On security as cooperation: 

■ Dan Restrepo (Former NSC Senior Director for Western Hemisphere 
Affairs, Senior Fellow, CAP Action) 

■ Oliver Schmolke (Special Adviser to the German President, Germany) 
○ On security as cohesion: 

■ Parth Patel (Associate Director for Democracy and Politics, IPPR, UK) 
■ Dany Fioravanti (Instituto Update, Brazil) 

○ Moderator: Florian Ranft (Head of Green New Deal & Progressive Governance, 
Das Progressive Zentrum, Germany) 
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● A Progressive Plan for Digital Media (Dickens) 
○ Tomas Pitfield (Principle Secretary to the PM, Canada) 
○ Laura Quinn (President, Catalist, US) 
○ Chris Cookson (Founder and CEO Uncovered, UK) 
○ Mar Garcia (European Center for Digital Action, Spain) 
○ Tom Lillywhite (Former Special Advisor to PM Starmer, UK) 

 
3:45 - 4:00 pm: Networking Break 
 
4:00 - 5:00 pm: Plenary Session & Closing (Large Session, Pigott Theatre, Max 253):  
 

• Introduction: Winning Narratives in the New Media Landscape (5min) 
o Tom Lilywhite 

 
● The Progressive Playbook (35 min) 

○ Hollie Ridley (Secretary General, Labour Party, UK) 
○ Braeden Caley (Deputy Chief of Staff PM, Canada) 
○ Paul Erickson (National Secretary of the Labor Party, Australia) 
○ Moderator: Dominic Schwickert (Das Progressive Zentrum, Germany) 

 
● In Conversation (20 min)  

○ TBA 

○ Patrick Gaspard (Ambassador, Distinguished Senior Fellow, CAP Action)  

 
5:00pm - 5:05 pm: Moderator Close Out 

● Preview of public day and invitation to reception 
○ Harry Quilter-Pinner  

 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm: Welcome Reception (The Ladies Smoking Room, St. Pancras Hotel) 
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Day 2 – Friday, Sept 26  

 

8:30 - 9:30 am: Public Registration and Media Registration 

 

9:30 am: Morning Opening Remarks 

Welcome to the UK, by Matt Upton, Labour Together 

Global Progress Action Mission by Johan Hassel, GPA 

Introduction of Summit Program by Harry Quilter-Pinner, IPPR  

 

● Aletha Adu, Master of Ceremony 

 

9:40 - 10:10 am: 

● The AI Dilemma: Governing in the Digital Age  

○ Matt Clifford (Former AI Advisor, UK) 

○ Alexandra Geese (Member of the European Parliament (MEP)) 

○ Farida Bedwei (Founder of Logiciel, Ghana) 

○ Enma Lopez Araujo (Federal Secretary of Economic Policy and Digital 

Transformation, Spain) 

○ Moderator: Megan Shahi (Director, CAP Action) 

 

10:10 - 10:40 am: 

● Migration: The Global Governance Challenge of Our Time 

○ Peter Hummelgaard (Minister of Justice, Denmark) 

○ Diego Rubio (PM Chief of Staff, Spain) 

○ Jaime Pumarejo (Former Mayor of Barranquilla, Colombia) 

○ Frank Sharry (America’s Voice, US)  

○ Moderator: Christabel Cooper (Director of Research, Labour Together, UK)    

 

10:40 am: 15 minute Break 

 

11:00 am: In Conversation: Governing for Working People, Moderated by Neera Tanden, (CEO, 

CAP Action) 

 

12:00 pm: Meeting the Moment: The Challenges and Opportunities of Our Time 

● Governor J.B Pritzker (Illinois, US) 

● Magdalena Andersson (Former Prime Minister, Party Leader, Sweden) 

● Elly Schlein (Member of Parliament and Leader Democrats, Italy) 
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12:40 pm: Lunch break  

 

1:30 pm: The Future of Multilateralism: A Coalition to Tackle Global Challenges   

● Pedro Sanchez (PM, Spain) 

● Jacinda Ardern (Former PM, New Zealand) 

● Moderator: John Podesta (Chair of the Board, CAP Action) 

 

2:00 pm: Delivering Security in a Volatile World  

● Mette Frederiksen (PM, Denmark) 

● John Healey (Secretary of Defense, UK) 

● Moderator: Jon Finer (Former Deputy National Security Advisor, US) 

 

2:30 pm: Security Begins at Home with a Strong Economy  

● Kristrun Frostadottir (PM, Iceland)  

● Rachel Reeves (Chancellor of the Exchequer, UK) 

● Moderator: Rachel Sylvester (The Observer, UK) 

 

3:00 pm: 15 minute break 

 

3:15 pm: Democracy Delivering: A Call for Radical State Reform 

● Darren Jones, (Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, UK) 

● Anna Gainey (MP, State Secretary, Canada) 

● Caroline Ciccone (Executive Director, Accountable.US) 

● David Gauke (Former Secretary of State, UK)  

● Moderator: Sam Freedman (Senior Fellow, Institute for Government, UK)  

 

3:45 pm: Democracy Omnibus: Stories of Authoritarianism, Opposition, and Civic Mobilization 

● Muthoni Wambu Kraal (Executive Director of Women's Democracy Lab, US) 

● Verónica Silva (Founding Member, Somos Patria, Ecuador) 

● Hana Jalloul (MEP, Spain) 

● Aya Chebbi (Former African Union Envoy on Youth, Tunisia) 

● Pushparaj Deshpande (Director, Samruddha Bharat Foundation, India) 

● Lord Andrew Cooper (Former Director of Strategy, UK Government) 

● Moderator: Nika Kovic (Executive Director of D-Hub, Slovenia)  

 

4:30 pm: 15 minute break 
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4:45 pm: The Path to Patriotism: Shaping a National Identity Built on Trust   

● Stefan Löfven (Former Prime Minister and President of PES, Sweden) 

● Anas Sarwar (MP, Leader of Scottish Labour Party) 

● Raphael Glucksmann (MEP, Party Leader, France) 

● Pedro Abramoway (Vice President, Open Society Foundation, Former Secretary of 

Justice, Brazil) 

● Cllr. Charlyne Brumskine (Lawyer, Entrepreneur, and EJS Amuje Fellow, Liberia) 

● Moderator: Patrick Gaspard (Ambassador, Distinguished Senior Fellow, CAP Action)  

  

5:30 pm: Global Progress: Ideas to Win the Future 

● Pete Buttigieg (Former Secretary of Transportation, US) 

● David Lammy (Deputy PM, UK) 

● Moderator: Baroness Sally Morgan (Chair Labour Together, UK) 

  

6:00 pm: Closing Remarks   

 

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception 

● Hosted in partnership with Canada 2020  
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